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Clinical details of 106 burns victims who survived to reach hospital in three lethal eruptions of Merapi on 22
November 1994, 26 October and 5 November 2010 were available for analysis of the probability of surviving their
injuries using age, sex and burn extent (% total body surface area).as prognostic indicators. In the 1994 eruption, 63
reached the Dr Sardjito Hospital, Yogyakarta, of whom 19 survived to leave hospital. In 2010, 43 were hospitalized
with only 4 survivors in the 26 October event and 18 survivors on 5 November; all were treated in the Sardjito
Hospital. The maximum PDC temperatures at the three eruptive events which occurred on the south flank of
Merapi were in the same range (200-300°C) and the distance (time) to hospital was similar. The 106 victims were
matched with burns victims in the UK national burns database. The most accurate matches of the patients were
with grouped data in the revised Baux Index, the Abbreviated Burn Severity Index, and the Belgian Outcomes Burn

Index. These results suggest a more favourable prognosis of severe burns in PDC victims than expected.
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