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Re-investigation of Eruption History of Usu Volcano, Hokkaido, Japan:

Finding of Pre-Meiwa Eruption (Late +1th Century) between

Kanbun (+00-) and Meiwa (+103) Eruptions

Mitsuhiro NAKAGAWA�, Akiko MATSUMOTO�, Jun TAJIKA��,

Wataru HIROSE��and Tadashi OHTSU��

We newly identified tephra layers sandwiched by soil layers between AD +00- (Kanbun age) and +103
(Meiwa age) tephras at several sites on the northwestern flank of Usu volcano. The layers consist of pumice fall,

ash fall and pyroclastic surge deposits. The presence of soil layers were confirmed by their carbon and nitrogen

analysis. Petrographical and geochemical features of the pumice from newly recognized tephra largely di#er
from those of +00- eruption, and are similar to those of +103 one. However, on the basis of modal volume and
chemical compositions of phenocrystic minerals, it can be possible to distinguish the pumice from those of the +103
eruption. Considering the thickness of soil layers, the eruption would occur at around end of +1th century. We
name the eruption as the pre-Meiwa eruption, because petrological features of the pumice is similar to those of

+103 (Meiwa). The eruption was generated by distinct magma from other historic eruptive magmas. The
sequence of the tephra suggests that the eruption started with phreatic eruptions followed by magmatic eruption

to form plume. In the climactic stage, pyroclastic surge occurred with the formation of plume and its activity

ended with phreatic eruptions. The finding of the pre-Meiwa eruption could provide important information to

reveal not only relationship between eruption and dormancy but also evolution of magma systems.

Key words : Usu volcano, pre-Meiwa eruption, historic eruptions, tephra, soil layer
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Fig. +. Index map of Usu volcano, showing the locations of the trench site and outcrops where unknown tephra

layer has been recognized. Basal map of + : +*,*** topographical map of Geographical Survey Institute.
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Fig. ,. Trench site at the Rissenji temple of Toyako spa, Abuta town.
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Fig. -. Historic tephra layers outcropped west of Konpira crater (Loc. + of Fig. +).
(+) The outcrop at Loc. +, indicating tephra layers from Us-b surge deposits (AD +00-) to pumice fall deposit

(AD +311). Dotted square shows the area of photograph ,.
(,) Tephra layers between Us-b surge deposit of +00- eruption and +311 pumice fall layer. We recognized three

or four layers on the basis of soil and weathered layers. Bar indicates +m thick. Dotted square shows the

area of photograph -.
(-) Photograph of the Unit C, which is considered as newly found tephra (Pre-Meiwa tephra) in this study.
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Fig. .. Columnar section of the outcrop at Loc. +.
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Fig. /. Carbon (organic carbon) and Nitrogen

contents of layers between Us-b (+00-) and
Unit C, and between Unit C and B. Depth *
means the top of soil layer identified in the field.

Systematic sampling based on its depth was

carried out.
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Table +. Whole-rock chemistry and modal volume of phenocrystic minerals of pumices of historic eruptions

and Unit C (pre-Meiwa tephra).
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Fig. 1. Temporal changes in whole-rock SiO, and

MgO contents of historic ejecta of Usu volcano

(modified from Nakagawa et al., ,**,), and
compostional variations of whole-rock SiO, and

MgO contents of pumices from three units.

Fig. 2. Microscope photograph (half nicol) of thin sections of pumice. (+) Unit C, (,) Meiwa (AD +103).
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Fig. 3. Chemical compostions of matrix glass compositions of historic pumices and those of Unit C.
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Table ,. Representative chemical compositions of phenocrystic minerals of pumice of Unit C (pre-Meiwa tephra).

Fig. +*. Histograms of chemical compostions of phenocrystic minerals of historic pumices (Matsumoto and Naka-

gawa, in prep.) and those of Unit C. Abbreviations : An, +***Ca/(Ca�Na�K); Mg#, +***Mg/(Mg�Fe)
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juvenile ejecta during historic activity of Usu

volcano since AD +00-.
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